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forming a distinctive feature of Saracenic
architecture. It rises by a series of receding
stories, with an outlook balcony at each land-
ing, and terminates in a spire or pinnacle. A
winding stairway leads to the uppermost
balcony, from which the muezzin summons
the faithful to worship. The form of the

City Hall, Milwaukee.

minaret is said to have been derived from the
Pharos, the ancient lighthouse of Alexandria.
The square minaret was common in North-
ern Africa, and was carried by the Moors
into Spain. The most famous specimen is
the Giralda at Seville, of which the tower of
Madison Square Garden, New York City, is
a reproduction.

Minas Bay, the main part of the east inlet

of the Bay of Fundy, which lies between New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. It is about
55 m. long.
Minas Geraes, state of Brazil. It lies with-
in the great central plateau of Brazil, which
here attains an average height of 2,000 ft.
In mineral wealth, Minas Geraes ranks first
among the Brazilian states. Gold, silver, iron,
manganese, diamonds, topaz, amethysts, and
tourmalines occur in abundance. Agricul-
ture and stock raising are the principal indus-
tries. It became an independent govern-
ment under the Portuguese crown in 1720,
and was the scene of numerous revolts un-
til 1889, when it declared its adherence to
the newly formed Brazilian republic. The
capital is Minas or Bello Horizontc. Area,
221,951 sq. m.; p. 4,250,000.
Minch, arm of the Atlantic Ocean, separat-
ing the northwest of the Scottish mainland
from the northern part of the Outer Heb-
rides. The currents in the Minch are very
rapid.
Mincio, river of Northern Italy, rises in
Lake Garda, and after a southeast course of
120 m. joins the Po 10 m. s.e. of Mantua.
Mindanao, the second largest island of the
Philippine archipelago, and the southern-
most of the major group. Its area is 36,292
sq. m. exclusive of its dependent islands,
which number 264 and cover 1,165 sq. m.
The coast line is extremely irregular. The
surface of Mindanao is extremely mountain-
ous, with a number of irregular ranges, much
modified by volcanic action, extending in a
general n. and s. direction. There are many
active and extinct volcanoes, and the high-
est peaks of the Philippines are located here.
There are numerous lakes, of which the most
famous is Lanao. The climate is hot and hu-
mid, particularly when the warm south and
southeast winds prevail, though it is some-
what modified by cool inland breezes. The an-
nual rainfall is more than 100 inches, often
causing severe floods. The soil is very fertile,
but until recently agriculture has received
little attention. The chief products are rice,
coffee, hemp, sugar cane, tobacco, corn, betel
nuts, cocoanuts, and indigo. The raising of
horses and cattle is an important industry;
occupied by Japan, 1941; p. 560,000.
Mindoro, seventh in size of the Philippine
Islands, lies south of the main portion of
Luzon, from which it is separated by Verde
Island Passage, 7J4 m. at its narrowest point.
Its area is 3,851 sq. m., exclusive of 26 de-
pendent islands, which bring the total to
4,024 sq. m. Coal and sulphur are found